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too light for normal agriculture, but the numerous rivers of the coun-
try render irrigation easy and inexpensive. Thus, except in the moun-
tain regions, the climate is favorable to both man and agriculture.
Grains and root crops are especially well adapted to this climate, and
abound wherever soil and relief are favorable. In the mountains in-
creased elevation results in long, cold winters and greater rainfall.
Thus in the Bohmer Wald, which are most exposed to the westerly
winds, the rainfall occasionally reaches 70 inches per year. These condi-
tions are favorable for forest growth, but their unfavorable influence
on man helps to account for the backwardness of these mountain
regions.

NATURAL REGIONS
BOHEMIA

Bohemia is the most active and progressive portion of the new Re*
public. It is an isolated portion of the Armorican Fold worn down
to a plateau formation, and almost completely surrounded by forested
mountains. The plateau is highest in the south, where it attains an
elevation of some 2500 feet. From here it falls away toward the north
in a series of terraces, reaching a level of only 370 feet near the Saxon
Gate. Thus, unlike the greater part of the country, it drains toward
the north, where the Elbe carries its waters to the North Sea. Much
of the region is covered with poor soil, but toward the center and the
northeast the soil is more fertile. In the lower valleys of the Elbe, the
Vltava (Moldau) and the Eger, limestone is covered with a rich
alluvium, and here are to be found those fertile stretches which make
Bohemia a highly productive agricultural area.

For the most part, the plateau is rolling, with cultivated valleys,
pastured slopes and forested hill crests. The well cultivated fields, the
numerous little agricultural villages, and the picturesque isolated farm-
steads show that the industrious Bohemian peasants have made good
use of their land. In the lower and more fertile sections they produce
large amounts of wheat, rye, oats and sugar beets, and in some of
the valleys special crops such as hops are raised. In the higher portions
of the plateau the farmers specialize in rye, oats and potatoes, while
the upper slopes are used for permanent pasture. Livestock are to
be found on every farm, cattle and swine being especially plentiful The
Bohemian peasants are most progressive, and scientific agriculture,
with crop rotation, fertilization and the use of machinery, is the rule.